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Reviews of Foreign Literature. 

Monographie des Especes du Genre Fraxinus. Alfred Wesmael. 

(Bull. Soc. Bot. Belg. xxxi. 69-117.) 

In this monograph of the Ashes the author recognizes twenty- 
three species, distributed among four sections of the genus based 
on floral characters. These sections are : I. Ornus, with her- 
maphrodite petaliferous flowers in a terminal thyrsus, represented 
in America by F. dipetala, Hook, and Arn., and F. cuspidata, 
Torr.; II. Fraxinaster., having apetalous flowers in lateral pani- 
cles, not represented in America; III, Sciadantus, flowers apetal- 
ous hermaphrodite, in simple umbels, this section including only 
F. dimorpha, Coss. and Dur. of North Africa, and IV. Leptalix 
with polygamous flowers, including the American species F. 
Schiedeana, C. and S., F. Greggii, A. Gray, F. Americana, L., 
F. nigra, Marsh. (F sambucifolia, Lam), to which F. Caroliniana, 
Mill. (F. platycarpa, Michx.) is referred as a sub-species, F. 
qnadrangulata , Michx., and F. anomala, Torr., and two Asiatic 
species. 

The treatment of F. Americana, L., is characteristic of the 
present tendency of several botanists of continental Europe to 
throw similar forms into a single species if possible, and recognize 
under the species a very large number of sub-species and varie- 
ties, without regard to geographical distribution or the constancy 
of slight differences. So M. Wesmael groups under F. Ameri- 
cana, F. pistacice folia, Torr., F. Novcz-Anglice, Mill {F. viridis, 
Michx.), F. Berlanderiana, D. C, F. Pennsylvania, Marsh. (F. 
pubescens, Lam), and F. Oregana, Nutt, all of which, in our opin- 
ion, had better be maintained as species. He has evidently seen 
but very few specimens of any of them. N. L. B. 

Kreidepflanzen von Niederschona. H. Lngelhart. (Sitzb. 
und Abhl. der Nat. Ges. Isis in Dresden, 1 891, 79-105 ; Taf. ii.) 

This illustrated description of cretaceous plants, found near 
the village of Niederschona, Saxony, is of interest to Ameri- 
can palaeobotanists, inasmuch as many of the species identified 
are well recognized from our. own horizons of the same age — 
such as Eucalyptus Geinitzi, Heer, Liriodcndron Meekii, Heer, 
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Diospyros prinuzva, Heer, Laurophyllum reticulatum, Lesqx. 
Widdringtonia Reicliii, Ett, etc. 

The following new species are figured : Pterophyllum Reich- 
ianum, Sterculia Geinitzi, Triplaris Cenomanica, Simaba Ceno- 
manica, Salix Schanae, Phacidium myrtophylli, Leguminosites 
cretaceus, Sapotacites Stelzneri, Mimusops ballotceoides, Sapin- 
dus Saxonicus, Chrysophyllum Velenovskpi, and Pinus, sp. 

A. H. 

Index to Recent Literature Relating to American Botany. 

Amherst Trees — James Ellis Humphrey (Amherst, Mass., 1892). 

A record of noteworthy native and cultivated trees in the 

vicinity of Amherst. 
Anthoxanthum odoratum — Notes on the Flowers of. Theo. Holm. 
. (Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus. xx. pp. 399-403, with plate ; re- 
print). 
Aristolochia gigantea. , (Gard. Chron. xii. 341. illustrated.) 
Aster sericeus. (Gard. & For. v. 473, with figure.) 
Atriplices — New Calif ornian. Willis L. Jepson. (Pittonia, 

ii. 303-306.) 

Descriptions of Atriplex depressa, A. cordulata, A. trinervata, 
A. verna, and A. frnticulosa. 
Bacterial Investigation of the Sea and Its Floor. H. L. Russell. 

(Bot. Gaz. xvii. 312-321). 
Bomarea frondea. J. G. Baker. (Curt. Bot. Mag. t. 7,247.) 
Calendario Botanico de San Juan Bautista y sus Alrededores. 

Jose N. Rovirosa. (La Naturaleza, (II.) ii. 106-126.) 
Capparis flexuosa. J. D. Hooker. (Curt. Bot. Mag. t. 7,248.) 
Composites — Studies in the. II. — Edward L. Greene. (Pittonia, 

ii. 287-290.) 

A discussion of certain species of Grindelia, with descriptions 
of two new ones. 

Cross and Self-fertilization. Minnie Reed. (Bot. Gaz. xvii. 

330.) 
Cryptogams collected by Dr. C Willard Hayes in Alaska, 

1 89 1. Clara E. Cummings. (Nat. Geogr. Mag. iv. 160). 



